
 Rearsby from East Goscote

Rearsby from East Goscote
East Goscote and nearby Syston represent the build up 
of roads and houses that marks encroaching Leicester. 
An ‘area of local separation’ guaranteed in the Local 
Plan (Policy OT/4) divides Rearsby from East Goscote. 
This should ensure the ‘green wedge’ between the two 
is sustained.

Entering the village from this side the lower Wreake 
Valley is a pleasant view to the north, and the dapper 
Rearsby House appears on the left. A footpath leading 
to East Goscote gives better views. Further over towards 
Ratcliffe, the Leicestershire Round can be picked up 
again. This provides good views of the west side of 
the village including Rearsby Mill at close quarters, a 
perched Church Leys House (now a convent), and two 
of our main working farms Rearsby House Farm and 
Manor Farm. A pretty pond can be spotted in a field 
near the railway line.

   The dapper Rearsby House

< GUIDELINES
The village landscape

1     Developers should avoid infill business and residential development between the existing 
village boundaries and the projected Rearsby bypass in line with the current Local Plan.

2     Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council, in consultation with farmers 
and householders, should consider appropriate additional screening such as tree planting 
on either side of Gaddesby Lane to shield the village from the noise and visual side affects 
of the proposed Rearsby bypass. Screening could also include the industrial development on 
Gaddesby Lane.

3     Leicestershire County Council should ensure by effective planning, monitoring and control 
that any extraction of minerals from Brooksby does not pollute the Rearsby Brook or 
exacerbate the problem of flooding in the village.

4     Trees, hedgerows, ponds and ditches provide an important draining function for the village, 
and our landowners and farmers should, by appropriate field management, maintain and/or 
restore them.

5     Developers, farmers, landowners and utility providers should consider the impact on the 
landscape of new constructions such as buildings and masts which may adversely impact 
on views in and out of the village, particularly on the north side between Rearsby and 
Thrussington. They should either avoid such constructions or use appropriate materials and 
careful design, siting, and landscaping techniques.

6     Developers and householders should avoid large-scale development at the boundaries of the 
village which adversely affect the rural aspect of the four main approaches as seen from within 
and without. Where development is considered necessary, they should give full consideration 
to appropriate design, siting, roofscaping and landscaping techniques to assimilate the change.

7     The Parish Council should encourage farmers and landowners to consider the planting of 
indigenous species of trees in the village landscape to replace those lost in recent times. This 
could also include trees within hedgerows to enhance biodiversity. Ash, elm, pedunculate oak, 
willow and yew are our local indigenous woody species.

8     The village allotments off Melton Road are a valuable amenity for villagers and should be 
preserved in line with Local Plan Policy RT/12.

9     The Parish Council should ascertain the status of the two ridge and furrow sites off Station 
Road – one near the level crossing and the other at Conker Field – and decide whether they 
need protecting and, if so, by what means they can be protected.
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Mammals

Reptiles

 Visitor admiring Packhorse Bridge

       The settlement pattern 

10   Developers should note that the historic centre of the village including the areas bounded 
by parts of Melton Road, Mill Road, Brook Street, Brookside and Church Lane define the 
settlement pattern and should not be altered by inappropriate development affecting 
traditional spaces, shapes, and styles.  

       Spaces 

11   Developers, landowners and builders should note the importance of space in our village, and 
not make changes which affect the spatial characteristics of Rearsby adversely. This includes 
the restricted spaces appropriate to the terraced cottage environment on Brook Street, Church 
Lane and Melton Road, and the open green spaces around the brook. They should note that the 
nature of these spaces includes the spaces between buildings and the spaces provided by roads 
and footpaths.

12   Developers, landowners and builders should not develop the village park or playing fields as 
they are valuable amenities as well as important open areas.

       The natural environment 

13   The Parish Council should identify objectives and targets for tree, hedgerow, grassland, ditch, 
pond and wildlife management to assist and complement the Charnwood Biodiversity Action 
Plan.

14   The village tree warden – with support from the villagers and Parish Council – should identify 
sites which are priorities for tree planting and implement an appropriate tree planting 
programme. ‘Appropriate’ should relate to species of planting including local indigenous 
species, geological considerations, and the impact on other parts of the natural environment.

15   Landowners and farmers should be encouraged by Charnwood Borough/Parish Council to 
address the poor state of some of our hedgerows such as those on the Melton Road towards 
East Goscote and those at the bottom of Station Road near Brookside. They should be repaired 
appropriately to replace lost previous growth or cover gaps, and left to grow to a reasonable 
height where possible – 1.8 metres or higher, or 1.5 metres where shading and visibility are 
key factors. They should be trimmed on a three-year rotation system unless road safety is an 
issue, and managed in a way that encourages wildlife.

16   Landowners, farmers and householders should help to preserve and manage Rearsby’s semi-
wild areas and wildlife habitats such as the spinneys and Conker Field.

17   Landowners and farmers should help to preserve and manage semi-wild grassland such as in 
the Bog Lane area, and prevent their development.

18   Landowners and householders should consider planting flowers in appropriate areas such as 
along the main road. Flowers should be appropriate in terms of location, local provenance and 
their effects on biodiversity.

19   The Parish Council should inform farmers and landowners about grants for preserving local 
wildlife habitats and grants for hedgerow management. 

Those with an asterisk against them are rarer finds than the rest.

Adder*
Common Frog
Common Toad
Grass Snake*
Great Crested Newt*
Slow Worm*

Badger
Brown Rat
Common Shrew 
Fox
Grey Squirrel
Harvest Mouse*
Hedgehog 

House Mouse
Mink
Rabbit
Short Tailed Vole*
Stoat
Weasel* 

< GUIDELINES
The way the village looks
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< East Goscote
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